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they hardly accord with the morality which he so sternly pro-
fessed and practised. Notwithstanding the contempt which we
ought to feel for people who flocked, according to a fashionable
whim, to associate with a profligate woman, and one not far, if
at all, removed from being a murderess, still, as Boswell did go
to her, and doubtless had his usual extraordinary success in
inducing characteristic conversation, we cannot help confessing
to a desire that the account which he wrote, for the perusal
of his wife and his friend's amusement, had been preserved
to us.

The trial of the Perreaus will be found in the Sessions Papers
of the Old Bailey (May, 1775), but the case was so remarkable
that several publications relating to it issued from the press.
The title-page of one is " Prudence triumphing over Vanity
and Dissipation, in the History of the Life, Character, and
Conduct of Mr. Robert and Mr. Daniel Perreau and Mrs*
Rudd; containing an account of everything relating to these
Celebrated Personages, their Parentage, Education, Circum*
stances in Life, and the means by which they brought Ruin,
Infamy, and Misery upon themselves: the whole compiled
from authentic records, communicated to the Editor by a
person well known in the literary world." This person " well
known in the literary world " is probably mythical 5 at all
events, it is but fair to state here, that the nature of the work
is too scandalous and vulgar to admit of any supposition that
Mr. Boswell could be the person alluded to under this
designation.

One of the worst features in the woman's history is the cruel
letter which she wrote, after her own acquittal and before the
execution of the Perreaus, to Lord Weymouth, urging statements
incriminating her late confederate Robert Perreau, and endea-
vouring thus to cut him off from even the slight hope of a
pardon. This letter, it is said, was dictated by a noble
Worcestershire Lord, to whose house and protection Mrs.
Rudd retired immediately upon her acquittal at the Old Bailey.
What eventually became of her is not recorded.

The visit to Bath, alluded to in the following letter, was
productive of valuable fruit for the " Life of Johnson ;" indeed
Boswell made good use of his opportunities, during the year
1776, for the purpose of his biography. He was also, it will
be observed, now practising his reporting powers upon General